
“E. granulosus eggs survive for only short periods of time if they are exposed to direct sunlight and dry 
conditions…” This statement is both, true and misleading, because it is taken (deliberately??) out of 
context. Now try this: From: Veterinary Parasitology 133 (2005) 71–77. The eggs were exposed during 
41 months to an inferior arid climate that is characterized by great thermal amplitude, with warm 
summers and cold winters with frequent frosts (Unesco, 1979). The weather data were obtained from 
the InstitutoNacional de Tecnologı´a Agropecuaria (INTA) station, in Sarmiento, Chubut province. The 
temperature range was 37 to -3oC, with a mean annual temperature of 10 oC. There were also average 
winds and low level of precipitation, under 300 mm/year.  That is, after 41 months in a dry climate with 
temperature range of plus 98 degrees Fahrenheit to plus 26 degrees Fahrenheit, the eggs were still 
infective.  It happens the infectivity is reduced significantly exposing eggs for 5 minutes to plus 55 C 
and eliminated at higher temperature. In case you wonder: plus 55 degrees Celsius happens to be plus 
131 degrees Fahrenheit. Infectivity is also eliminated at minus 70 degrees Celsius (minus 94 degrees 
Fahrenheit). Does that sound like Idaho weather? 

You are being misinformed, either deliberately in order to cover up departmental incompetence or 
through ignorance brought about by carelessness.  It is unprofessional in either case. 

Most of the elk in this region are now full of cysts and 2 outfitter friends of mine have cysts on their liver and I’ll 
make this pubic soon.  The older bull elk that have been harvested cannot even run as their lungs are almost 
destroyed.

First let me tell you that I was expecting something like this. If this information does not come from 
your game department, but is based on the observations of gides and outfitters only, then the game 
department is derrilict in its duties. It, first and foremost, should know (a) the degree of infection with 
cysts of your elk and deer herds, (b) where infected elk winter on privte land close to ranches and rural 
hamlets. Next they should have long ago warned affected ranchers that their dogs will pick up hydatid 
disease from gut-puiles left by hunters or by feeding on hidden elk and deer carcasses (winter 
mortality). If they have not done this, then they are derelict in their duties to the public. 

Sincerely,

Val Geist
Professor Emeritus of Environmental Science 


